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This is the second short report about the Harwell Parish Council website; the first report 
was written in May 2019. This report includes several items: 
 
1. It provides an update on the status of the HPC website in terms of broken links, etc. 
2. It provides an update on the issue of accessibility of the HPC website 
3. It offers a number of options for the council to consider going forward in terms of the 

website 
 
Updates 

1. As of 9th May 2020, all broken links on the HPC website have been mended. Where 

possible, replacement/updated links have been coded. Where no replacement or 

updated links are possible, either the link has been removed or the item has been 

removed. There were only a very small number (no more than 3 or 4) of the latter 

cases. 

2. Having completed the broken links task, I think put the whole website through an 

accessibility analysis program. The one that I used was AChecker 

(https://achecker.ca/checker/index.php) because it checks the whole site in one go. 

There are also several accessibility checkers but, generally, most of the others check 

a single page rather than the whole site in one go. The output from AChecker is 

attached as a separate document (HPC Website Accessibility Results from 

achecker_2020-05-15-11-02-18.pdf) for your perusal. As a result of the report from 

AChecker, I will make a number of recommendations later. 

 

Issues 

1. Once the immediate issues of broken links and accessibility issues have been 

addressed, the Council needs a webmaster to oversee the maintenance and 

continuing development of the website. The webmaster can be done on a voluntary 

basis by someone from the parish or a councillor, or it can be done by someone who 

the Council employs or contracts for the purposes of maintaining and updating the 

website. 

2. In addition to the webmaster, the Council needs at least one author who is willing to 

write articles for the website. The major area of the website which is considerably out 

of date is under the Planning menu item. The four sub-menus which needed to be 

updated are: 

a. Local Planning Policies 

b. Consultations 

c. Developments 

d. Great Western Park 

3. There may be other areas which need updating or development, but generally, these 

can be done as the need arises 

4. If David Marsh is no longer involved in maintaining the HPC website, the Council 

needs to make a decision on whether to remove his administrator rights to the 

https://achecker.ca/checker/index.php


website. Removing David’s access means that he will no longer be able to edit or 

access the website for editing purposes. This may make things a little trickier if we 

needed his help to sort out some issues or other in the near future. 

 

Decisions to be made 

1. I said that I will draft an accessibility statement for the council’s consideration at its 
February 2020 or March 2020 meeting. However, lockdown intervenes in the 
meantime and I have been sorting out the broken links and other issues on the 
website. I will draft a statement as soon as I can. 

 
2. In the light of the accessibility report from AChecker, the Council has to decide on the 

following recommendations: 
a. The clerk enters meaningful descriptive words for the title, description and ALT 

text which describes the image or document properly as she uploads new 

documents and images from this point forward. The clerk is already uploading 

these documents but has not been entering titles or descriptions or ALT texts 

fully up to now 

b. The clerk will go over all previous document and images that are already 

uploaded to the website and update their title, description and ALT text using 

meaningful descriptive words 

c. I will work through the other technical aspects of the accessibility report to sort 

them out as far as I can. Whatever issues that I cannot resolve, I will list so that 

we can get help on resolving these as needed 

d. All of the above needs to be done by the end of August so that the Council can 

review the whole thing at its September meeting 

 

3. The Council will need someone (including a councillor) either voluntary or on contract 
to maintain and update the website going forward. The clerk could also fulfil these 
duties. I do not know whether these things are already part of the clerk’s duties or 
whether they could be added into the workload. Whilst I have some skills in this area, 
my skills and knowledge are rather out of date and I don’t have the time nor the 
inclination to do this on a longer–term basis. 
 

4. The Council will also need someone or a group of persons (which again could I 
include one or more councillors) to write articles for the website. Of immediate 
concern are the out–dated pages on the Planning menu item as lists under the 
Issues section. 

 

5. The Council should aim to complete the accessibility work by end of August and 
review it during its September meeting. 

 

6. The Council should aim to have a new webmaster and a list of writers for the website 
by the end of 2020. 


