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HARWELL PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of an Extraordinary Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 4th August 2020 

at 7.30 pm via Zoom 
 

Present: D Turner (Chairman)   M Ricketts   C Lee   D Roberts   N Paterson   S Ali   S Taylor (Clerk) 

Apologies: S Soames   J Hawthorne 

Mr Ricketts & Mr Lee declared personal interests in Item 6 ii as Trustees of the village hall. 

 

1. Review tenders re: staff building project and approve contractor  
 
Following discussion of each tender and noting budget, probable costs & that best value for the 
parish was a priority, council APPROVED by unanimous vote (no abstentions) that three firms should 
be invited to re-tender and specified that each firm should provide with the tender –  

• Schedule of payments 

• Start date 

• Duration of work 

• References & examples of work at similar sites 

Clerk to inform Mr Monk. 

2. Review & approve Section 106 application for staff building project  
 
APPROVED by unanimous vote (no abstentions) that clerk should apply for funding using the tenders 
from the 3 firms chosen to re-tender. Play equipment to be left out of claim. Architect fees & fence 
costs to be included. 
 

3. Review & approve Section 106 applications for other recreation ground projects  
 
DEFERRED as only 1 quote received so far in spite of three site meetings held. Clerk to query 
received quote as some items appear misquoted. 
 

4. Review recreation ground Rules of Use and approve wording & site for new sign for display  
 
Mr Ricketts volunteered to review the document for next meeting. Mrs Turner to send him an 
annotated copy. 
 

5. Internal audit; 
 

i) Review internal audit report & discuss findings 
 
Report reviewed – no major issues. Clerk to draw up action plan. 
 

ii) Accept & approve the Annual Governance & Accountability Return 
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Clerk had issued restated figures for the 2018-19 AGAR as a small error had been missed at each 

stage of the audit process – figures were APPROVED. 

Annual Governance & Accountability Return APPROVED unanimously (no abstentions). 

iii) Accept & approve the Accounting Statements 
 

Subject to correction of 1 minor typo, Accounting Statements were APPROVED unaimously (no 

abstentions). 

6. Planning – 
 

i) Consider current planning applications and agree responses which the Clerk shall make on 

behalf of the Council  
 
DEFERRED to Planning Committee. 
 

ii) Approve response & updated S106 request re: P20/V1334/FUL 76 homes at Meadow View 
 
APPROVED response & that amounts in original requests should be increased by 20% for the 
increased number of homes & 9.26% for inflation 2017-2019. Community recreational facilities 
request to be discussed with planning officer and if necessary adjusted to reflect the changed 
projects. Full response attached to these minutes. 
 

7. Approve street name suggestion for Orchard Way development  
 
“Armstrong Close” was APPROVED as the suggested name, this being the name of a former well-
known and respected headmaster of Harwell Primary School. 
 

8. Approve that Mr Butler should be asked to continue working 1 extra day per week through 

August, with a review to be held at the end of August 
 
APPROVED. 
 

 

Meeting closed 9.00pm 

Minutes prepared by Mrs S Taylor, Parish Clerk 

 

 

Signed………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..Date…………………………………………………………… 

 

 

Application number: P20/V1334/FUL 

https://www.harwellparish.co.uk/planning-applications-for-review-by-pc/
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Proposal: Full planning application for the construction of 76no. dwellings 
with associated infrastructure, open space and landscaping following 
approval of an outline application for 63no. dwellings (P17/V2777/O). 
Location: Land East of Meadow View Didcot Road Harwell 
 
Response from Harwell Parish Council: 
 
The Council does not object to this application but asks that the following comments are 
taken into account by planners; 
 
Pedestrian and cycle connections to neighbouring developments, such as that proposed 
adjacent to the north east, and Valley Park adjacent to the south west, should be maximised 
according to the OCC Local Transport Plan 4 policies 19 & 34i.  
 
The narrow footpath along Didcot Road towards Harwell village is in a poor state and should 
be improved for pedestrians and cyclists, preferably to include separately-defined lanes for 
cyclists and pedestrians, matching recommended OCC cycling standards that the path width 
be 3m (Section 3.4.9 Oxfordshire Cycling Design Standardsii). 
 
A shared exit onto Didcot Road between this development and the adjacent one 
immediately to the north east would be preferable to the separate exits shown on the plans, 
especially with the proximity to the roundabout with Harwell Link Road. The shared exit 
onto the Didcot Road, should provide priority to and for cyclists and pedestrians over cars 
exiting the development. 
 
These measures should be in place prior to development beginning. 

 
S106 Requests 
 
If the District Council is minded to grant planning permission, the following additional comments are 
made by the Parish Council. 
 
Recognising these three tests: 
 

• necessary to make the development acceptable in planning terms 

• directly related to the development; and 

• fairly and reasonably related in scale and kind to the development, 
 

the PC requests consideration of the following as being necessary to make the application 
acceptable in planning terms. 
 
There are several community projects in the village which will provide benefit to the residents of this 
proposal, without which the proposal would not provide a viable and sustainable community for its 
residents.  
 
The council would like to make the same requests as in the original application with a 20% increase 
based on the additional homes in the development, plus a 9.26% increase based on inflation 2017-
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2019, with the exception of the Community recreational facilities request in which the council has 
taken note of later feedback from residents leading to updated projects for the recreation ground. 
This latter amount has been calculated using the formula 76/1877 multiplied by total cost.  
 
 
Summary of new amounts requested 
 
Community Centre – Village Hall redevelopment    £34,271 
The Harwellian Club - enhancement project      £  8,143  
Harwell Bowls Club – enhancement project     £     977 
Harwell Scout Group - Refurbishment project     £  5,130 
Community recreational facilities – new equipment    £  4,512 
 
Total           £53,033 

 
 
Community Centre 
 
The S106 for P17/V277/0 agreed a contribution of £26,513 to be used toward the refurbishment of 
Harwell Village Hall. 
 
This project is still not fully funded, and so a revised contribution of £34,271 is requested.  This figure 
is based on the original contribution uplifted by 20% to allow for the increased number of dwellings, 
and by a further 9.26% increase to allow for inflation since the original sum was agreed. 
 
The hall includes an office for the parish council, helping it to engage more with the parish.  The 
residents of the Meadow View development will benefit directly from the two halls, providing space 
to hire for parties and private events, and a venue for meetings and societies, as well as the many 
classes which are run during the week. Discounts are offered to parish residents. 
 

 

The Harwellian Club (formerly the Royal British Legion Club) 
 
Funding requested for improvements to the Club building (formerly the Harwell British Legion 
Clubhouse). Total cost of project is £100,000. 
 
The Club was formed following the disaffiliation of the former Royal British Legion Club which has 

been established on the Recreation Ground for over 30 years.  The decision to disaffiliate was taken 

so as to facilitate the Club’s increased use by the whole village community and membership of the 

Club is now increasing, reversing the trend of the last decade.  The Club’s ambition is to improve the 

building for increased community and village use. The Club facilities are crucial for the increasing 

number of village inhabitants – pre-Covid-19 restrictions, the Club was available for use all day, 

every day, providing: 

 • community lunches or tea & cake on alternate Tuesdays and once a month on a Sunday; 

• host venue for pilates classes; 
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• meeting venue for many other village organisations such as the Harwell Feast Committee, local RBL 

Committee, and village sports groups – Tennis, Bowls, Football and Rugby; and 

• host venue for Whist Drives and Charity Fund Raising Events – Macmillan Cancer, Poppy Walks etc.  

The club’s aim is to widen access for the community and village and provide a social hub for village 

activities which are currently not provided for by any other facility. The budgeted cost of 

improvements is £100,000. Currently the Club has provided an open air section to comply with 

Covid-19 rules following re-opening. A contribution towards these improvements of at least £8,143 

is sought. 

Harwell Bowls Club  
 

Funding requested for refurbishments to the clubhouse, including 

• extend the ladies and gents changing rooms/toilets of our clubhouse by 1 metre 

• refurbish the inside of the changing rooms with new toilet cubicles and urinals 
 
Total cost of project is £12000. There is no other outdoor bowls club in Harwell parish. 
 
S106 funding has already been received from local developers, leaving a shortfall of £1,380. A 
contribution of £977 is requested. 
 
 

Harwell Scout Group  
 
Funding requested for refurbishment of the Harwell Recreation Ground Pavilion as a Scout Hut and 
Youth Facility. Total cost of project is £63,000. 
 
The scout group has recently been allocated the pavilion by the parish council, but it needs extensive 
refurbishment so that it meets the needs of the wider community. The scout group wishes to 
encourage use of the building by casual user groups such as Harwell Feast Committee and local 
children’s football teams, as well as adapting it to the current and future needs of the scouts. Grant 
funding and fundraising will be sought in order to achieve this, and £5,130 is requested. 
 
 

Community recreational facilities 
 
The current play area at Harwell recreation ground was refurbished by the parish council in 2013, 
following fundraising and grant applications, but more recently, following community engagement, 
the council has identified a need for more facilities, such as outdoor gym equipment, a pump track, 
perimeter cycling/running track, new play equipment and basketball area. Total cost of this 
additional equipment is approximately £117,860. 
 
The council is seeking S106 funding towards these projects to enable it to provide the requested 
facilities. Further S106 funds should shortly be available from developers of The Willows (£2,000) 
and Reading Road (£8,000) but this leaves a substantial shortfall. A contribution of £4,772 is 
requested. 
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i Policy 19- Oxfordshire County Council will encourage the use of modes of travel associated with healthy and 
active lifestyles 
Policy 34 – Oxfordshire County Council will require the layout and design of new developments to proactively 
encourage walking and cycling, especially for local trips, and allow developments to be served by frequent, 
reliable and efficient public transport 
Ii Section 3.4.9 Oxfordshire Cycling Design Standards 
 
Shared paths 
 
 3.4.8 It is not always appropriate, possible or necessary to provide fully segregated off-carriageway paths. For 
lightly used paths or where space is constrained a shared path will suffice. Extra care will be required to 
integrate shared paths with the carriageway for cycle users while appropriately catering for the needs of 
pedestrians and other users, including equestrians where appropriate. 
 
 3.4.9 Usage should dictate the width of such paths, with 3 metres the recommended width, 2.5 metres the 
minimum. Paths wider than 3 metres should normally be segregated rather than shared. 
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