
Report for Lands Committee 25.8.2020 on Harwellian Club open space area 

 

When the open space area was first used in July there were several complaints about noise and lack 

of communication from the Club to local residents. Following PC discussion, the Club was requested 

to (responses in italics) 

• let the council have a defined plan as soon as possible, or confirm that [the suggested] plan 

can be used in any future negotiations to update the Lease   Club happy with suggested plan 

• Consider putting up a sign outside asking club users to respect neighbours and limit noise 

and bad language, and setting a time after which the outside space is closed, say 10 pm   Agreed to 

put sign up & remind customers about not having BBQs or taking open drinks outside our area, and 

hoping to set up more CCTV in the future  

• Ensure that all neighbours are kept informed of Committee decisions and made aware of 

any upcoming events which may have an impact on them, such as any more taster days, fundraising 

days, etc    Club is informing neighbours and the community of activities by displaying opening hours 

outside the club, putting information into the Harwell News, on the Harwellian Facebook group and 

the Harwell Community Facebook page, & included an email address on the paper flyer which was 

distributed to neighbours, and are very happy to put anyone who asks onto an email list for more 

information. At least one close neighbour has been encouraged to inform the Club of time and date 

of any particular incidents so that the committee can investigate, using the track & trace register if 

necessary 

• Ensure that anyone visiting the club does not use portable barbecues directly on the grass 

surface    see above 

In addition, the Club was advised of concerns and feedback from residents living adjacent to the rec 

with concerns about noise levels and swearing from Club visitors, and lack of information. Club was 

asked what it is doing to keep neighbours informed of its activities and plans.    See above 

 

There have been further complaints about  

Lack of information being provided to neighbouring residents 

Outside space being in use long after 10 pm, sometimes until 11.30pm 

Club visitors not wearing tops when using the outside area 

Foul language from visitors 

Loud music played on phones 

Social distancing & one-way system not being complied with 

Drinking and smoking taking place outside the fenced area 

Visitors not being mindful of local residents and being noisy when leaving the Club 

Visitors who are intoxicated continuing to be served more alcohol 



Visitors to rec feeling uncomfortable passing the open space area because of comments from Club 

visitors 

 

 

& Club Committee members have been invited to the LC meeting on 25th . 

 

The Club is applying for saplings from the Woodland Trust to plant a hedge, probably along the 

boundary between the proposed Club garden area and the tennis courts. The hedge will eventually 

help to reduce noise to the tennis courts and the houses in Orchard Way. The Club has discussed the 

proposal with the Tennis Club, which is supportive, and now needs permission from the council as 

landowner for the trees application. 

Club happy to provide further details of landscaping proposals. 

 

ACTION REQUIRED: Committee review situation and recommend any suitable actions to council at 

its September meeting 


