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Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held via Zoom on Thursday 

September 10th 2020 at 7.30 pm 

 
Under the Chairmanship of the Chairman of the Parish Council 
Mrs Turner, Chairman of the parish council, took the Chair & welcomed all attendees. 
 
Present: D Turner   M Ricketts   I Fearon   C Lee   D Boughton-Waite   D Roberts   S Soames   
N Paterson   S Ali   (all parish councillors)   H Gascoigne   S Medley (VWHDC) 
Approximately 8 members of the public 
S Taylor (Parish Clerk)    
 

1. Minutes of the previous meeting  

 

Minutes had been available on the parish council website since the meeting in 2019; 
APPROVED. 

 

2. Parish Council Chairman’s update  

 

Mrs Turner thanked the many volunteers who have worked for the parish in various spheres and 

outlined several projects which have been under consideration by the parish council since the last 

APM – please see attached report. 

3. Queries submitted via email previous to meeting 

 

a) Plans for improving the footpath/cycleway between the village and the UTC junction 

The parish council has already asked for developers at Meadow View on Didcot Road to improve the 

footpath before any homes are built – the improvements are stipulated in an agreement with 

planners to take place before any homes are occupied. District Councillors have supported this. 

b) widening of the pavement on Blenheim Hill, committed as part of the Blenheim Hill/Teasel Bank 

development 

OCC has said the pavement cannot be widened on Blenheim Hill as the highway is too narrow. The 

parish council will ask for the pavement surface to be improved as originally stated in planning 

applications for The Willows development. 

A question was asked about pavements/cycleways between the Link Road roundabout and the UTC, 

including social distancing requirements and whether OCC has obtained emergency Government 

funding (it failed in its first application). Parish council will check but Mrs Turner thought any funding 

obtained will be spent in the larger towns and Oxford city. 

c) Status of  the Valley Park planning application 
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Mr Paterson & Mr Lee (HPC) had recently met OCC officers to discuss the HIF1 scheme and had 

requested that travel links into and across the development are put in place with segregated 

footpaths and cycle ways (not shared use routes). Ms Medley, Miss Gascoigne (VWHDC) & Mr Fox-

Davies (OCC) met OCC officers to discuss the plans for the roundabout with the Link Road – layouts 

have been reconsidered and referred to design consultants for redrafting. A crossing point will be 

included closer to the roundabout. Light controls had been requested but OCC officers said this was 

not feasible. 

The parish council will continue to comment on Valley Park planning applications as they occur. 

d) Plans for traffic calming in the village 

The proposals submitted to OCC some time ago which are to be funded by GWP developers are still 

under discussion between OCC and developers. Traffic surveys were carried out on Reading Road, 

Newbury Road & the A4130 before lockdown began and more are to be done, a questionnaire and 

presentation was carried out by residents of the A417the parish council is making inquiries about the 

Community Speedwatch scheme and has made other inquiries such as permissible traffic calming at 

Rowstock, speed limit reductions in other areas of the parish and installation of gates at the 

entrances to the village. Parish council to check whether a Deed of Variation will be needed to the 

GWP agreement for 5 chicanes along High Street, as OCC does not now favour chicanes, ask again 

for a crossing point on Reading Road where HGVs use has increased, ask about possible ways to 

reduce speeds of vehicles entering the rec car park, and keep pushing for construction traffic from 

the Campus to use Chilton A34 slips rather than travelling through Rowstock. 

e) incorrect positioning of the Didcot Boundary sign at the north end of GWP 

Didcot Town Council has contacted OCC as the sign is on OCC land. 

f) plan for planting in the cleared area between the odd and even Westfield’s 

This section is private land. 

4. Discussion of proposals for the recreation ground, including gates & new staff 

building 

 

A plan of the proposed recreation ground projects was shared on screen. As discussed at previous 

meetings, the proposals include a wildflower/orchard area, new gym equipment, basketball hoop, 

new toddler play equipment, new inclusive play equipment, monkey bars, a pump track and a 1km 

marked perimeter track of stone or other hard surface. Parish council would welcome any feedback 

as it continues to set up site meetings and obtain quotes. Sustainable Harwell is working with 

Harwell School to plant wildflowers and trees – parish council would be happy for similar 

suggestions for the rec. 

5. Updates on traffic calming measures and surveys – discussed earlier 
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6. Sustainability –  

Summary: This meeting asks the parish council to declare a climate emergency  

Full motion: Recognising the impact of climate change, and the need to move 

urgently to a zero carbon economy, this meeting asks the parish council to declare 

a climate emergency and to ensure that all their future activities are governed by 

the need to meet national and local targets for carbon reduction, and this meeting 

also asks that the parish council takes the lead, and works with other bodies such 

as Sustainable Harwell, to help promote a zero carbon economy within the parish. 

 
The parish council has a Sustainability Policy to which it adheres. Miss Gascoigne is a member of the 
Emergency Advisory Committee at VWHDC and it is hoped that VWHDC will be assisting/advising 
parishes and other groups in future. Sustainable Harwell felt that if the parish council declares the 
Emergency it will raise interest locally, and suggested that the council could push for zero-carbon 
build standards for Valley Park, if necessary by writing to the Head of Planning. Parish councillors 
agreed with the need for action but did not feel qualified to take a lead. 
 
Motion was amended to: 
 
Recognising the impact of climate change, and the need to move urgently to a zero carbon 
economy, this meeting asks the parish council to declare a climate emergency and to ensure that 
all their future activities are governed by the need to meet national and local targets for carbon 
reduction, and this meeting also asks that the parish council works with other bodies such as 
Sustainable Harwell, to help promote a zero carbon economy within the parish  
 
And CARRIED by 14 votes in favour with no votes against. 2 declared as abstaining and 3 did not 
vote. Parish council to discuss further at the October meeting. 
 
 
Meeting closed at 9.25 pm. 
 
 
 
Minutes prepared by S Taylor, Parish Clerk 

 

Signed…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….Date…………………………………………… 
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HPC Chairman’s notes for APM 2020 

Since 2019 APM (no actions left over from that meeting); 

May 2019 – August 2020 there were the usual monthly PC meetings plus several extra PC meetings, 

meetings with parishioners & the Emergency Panel had several meetings March-May during the 

Government lockdown. Lands Committee, Planning Committee & Staffing Committee also had their 

own meetings. Zoom set up in May 2020 to enable remote meetings, open to public. 

Many items recur – rec projects, S106 funding issues, staff building, scouts lease for pavilion, traffic 

and highways issues, more recently staff duties during Covid-19 restrictions, when 2 staff members 

were off work according to Government guidelines, community action groups who continue to assist 

residents with Covid-19 issues, and listening to requests from The Harwellian who asked for use of 

an outside area. 

Thanks as always to all volunteers who undertake duties on behalf of the parish - HN editors old and 

new, HN co-ordinators & deliverers, county & district councillors, parish councillors, grounds staff & 

clerk, other volunteers connected with Harwell News, the previous webmaster who continues to 

provide technical assistance and advice, & all others within the parish who give their time and 

efforts on behalf of parishioners. Special thanks this year to grounds staff who have done wonders 

trying to get on with their duties on reduced staff, to volunteers working for the Harwell Covid-19 

community groups & to all residents who have worked so hard on traffic surveys, questionnaires and 

follow-ups. 

 

Since May 2019 PC has considered, dealt with or continues to deal with 

Proposals for the recreation ground, including permanent perimeter and pump tracks, wildflower 

meadow, orchard, basketball area, new gym equipment, new play equipment, permanent goal (with 

permission from HHYFC), new gates at pedestrian entrances, unmown area left this year 

New building for staff, including all planning, tendering, tenders submitted, planning approval & 

liaison with architect 

S106 issues 

Traffic calming and highways issues, including following up OCC re: traffic calming to be financed by 

Great Western Park developers and other possible traffic calming issues 

Recreation ground boundaries and Harwellian Club lease amendments 

Scouts lease of pavilion 

Road closures for November Remembrance Parades 

Taking on a new staff member to assist mainly in the cemetery 

Updates to current policies and risk assessments, & new policies/risk assessments as necessary 



APM 2020   Page 5 of 5 
 

Planting of new saplings in the cemetery hedge 

Future of and updates to the website 

Storage facility requested at cemetery  

Working with The Harwellian to create an open space area next to the Club for Covid-19 compliance 

Valuation and possible disposal of land 

Promoting cycle lanes and pathways, liaising with HarBUG re: The Winnaway status 

Work to trees in rec, cemetery & churchyard 

Maintenance around the parish including grass cutting, litter picking, rubbish disposal, general 

cleaning and tidying while discontinuing use of weedkiller, rec ground and play area 

Grants/donations to various local organisations, including Covid-19 help groups 

Covid-19 issues, restrictions, guidance, risk assessments, remote meetings, equipment closures and 

re-opening 

Site meetings re: various projects & consideration of quotes 

 

 


