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Harwell ANNUAL PARISH MEETING held via ZOOM 

On Thursday May 20th 2021 at 7.30 pm 
 

Chaired by D Turner, Chair, HPC 

Present: 

7 parish councillors including Chair of the Parish Council and 3 Parishioners 

2 District Councillors, County Councillor 

 

1. Minutes of the previous meeting 10th September 2020 – Approved. 

2. Parish Council Chair’s update 

Valley Park – ongoing – it was on the following evening’s Planning agenda as there had been 

amendments. See also District Councillors’ report. 

Blenheim Hill – the PC had queried the footpath surface  – no response from OCC yet. Clerk to chase. 

There are several traffic matters the PC is working on; 

Traffic calming – a consultation was expected from OCC by now regarding the developer-funded 

scheme for the village. This scheme is in the technical approval stage, and we hope the public 

consultation will happen this year. Mrs Turner to ask OCC for details. 

OCC and Taylor Wimpey are working towards a scheme for Grove Road as a recent survey showed 

speeds were marginally higher than allowable. 

There is shortly to be a site meeting to look at sites where village ‘gates’ can be installed. 

The Parish will be getting a SID machine and 3 poles initially – on the A417 in Rowstock, on Reading 

Road and on Didcot Road near the bus stop beyond Blenheim Hill. It will be moved every 3 weeks 

and will collect data on vehicle speeds. 

Since the last APM – 

A simple but moving remembrance service was held last November at the war graves, and Mrs 

Turner thanked those British Legion Committee members who helped set it up. 

Parish Council meetings have continued to be held using Zoom, and the Council has decided that for 

safety reasons it will continue with this until September. When actual meetings resume there will be 

a need to manage likely attendances. Answering queries about this, Mrs Turner said that the 

decision to continue with Zoom had been unanimous, and that the Council decided that its need to 

consider Health and Safety outweighed the technical illegality. On a further question on future 

decision on tax-raising, Mrs Turner said that by the time the next precept needed to be set it was 

hoped that things will have returned to some normality. 
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The grounds staff were all back working although some still on restricted duties. The parish office 

should re-open in the summer. 

For their efforts over the last year Mrs Turner thanked  

- The Harwell News editor and distributors although it had been online for the last year. The 

village distributor Mrs Marsh is stepping down; a date in the autumn is being considered for 

resumption of a paper issue. 

- County and District Councillors 

- Clerk and the grounds staff 

- Mr Marsh for ongoing web help – he was currently assisting the handover to Webscape 

Gardener 

- Parishioners involved in making the case for the SID 

Mrs Turner said that the Council was continuing with Recreation Ground projects involving s106 

funding although they had been somewhat on hold because the Vale WHDC had reduced work on 

s106 and the Council wished to see the state of its finances following the completion of the staff 

building, which was likely before the end of June. 

The Scouts had done a lot of work on refurbishing the Pavilion, including with some s106 money 

which the Vale eventually made available. 

The Council was currently consulting on allowing the Harwellian Club to make more use of a small 

area of the Rec adjacent to the Club; the responses would be collated and considered at the July 

meeting. 

The Council had set up an Environment Committee which would start meeting soon; the 

membership would include non-Councillors and in particular members of Sustainable Harwell. 

Former county councillor Mr Fox-Davies had sent a summary of issues during the last 4 years – 

attached to these minutes. Mrs Turner read out the report. 

3. Update on Valley Park 

District Councillors summarised this planning application. Ms Gascoigne gave some of the history, 

saying that the area had been put in the Local Plan as a strategic site in 2014. Following further 

amendments, in February the Vale Planning Committee deferred a decision for 3 reasons: 

1) the proposed 5-arm roundabout on the Didcot Road was unacceptable 

2) there was no healthcare provision, and this in the context of that planned for GWP  not 

progressing 

3) the biodiversity offsetting should be brought forward. 

Councillor Ms Medley then summarised where things currently stood; said that on the roundabout 

the developers had recently had a Zoom meeting with some stakeholders  

a) The Vale’s consultation would close on 28th May.  
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b) She and Ms Gascoigne were proposing that a Stakeholder Forum be set up to hold regular 

meeting on various topics.  

c) On healthcare, there would be a proper response from the Clinical Commissioning Group 

d) On sustainability, they were hoping for a meeting with the Vale officer. 

Ms Medley was asked if it was worthwhile commenting on any other aspect of the plans; she replied 

that it was as Vale officers prepared a summary of all comments for Councillors. 

OCC Councillor Povolotsky said she had asked for a meeting with OCC Highways on 27th May, and 

that people should not relax yet but keep pushing. 

Ms Povolotsky and Ms Medley/Ms Gascoigne had sent written reports as councillors (filed with 

these minutes). Mr Fox-Davies, the outgoing OCC councillor, had sent a summary of his efforts and 

local OCC matters during his term of office (also filed with these minutes). 

4. Update on scout group’s pavilion refurbishment  

 
Mr Zimmerman had sent a written summary which Mrs Turner read out; refurbishments are ongoing 
but have been delayed by the pandemic. The plans include getting rid of all asbestos in the building, 
upgrading wiring, insulation, lighting, heating, windows, doors & fire alarm, as well as reconfiguring 
the interior to include a new community kitchen and an accessible toilet. He thanked the parish 
council for its encouragement and for pursuing the S106 funding. 
 

5. Update on traffic calming schemes  

 
Discussed previously. 
 

6. Update on new staff building  

 
Discussed previously. 
 

7. Update on proposals for Harwellian Club  

 
Ms Debbie Greenfield, the Club Chair, said that at the beginning of lockdown the Club Committee 
had decided to go for consultation on various refurbishment plans. A large majority had chosen the 
layout they were progressing. She showed both the internal plan and that for the outside area which 
was subject to the PC’s consultation mentioned earlier.  
 

9. Requests from residents regarding notice board  

In response Mrs Turner said that the High Street one wasn’t locked and was available to 

Parishioners; she would see that the groundsmen clean it. Ms Greenfield said she was happy for 

notices to be posted on the Club notice board. 

8. Discussions regarding projects for recreation ground 

Mrs Turner said the council is still working on the walking track and the pump track in the area 

where the building soil had been dumped, with the intention that it would be made use of. A 
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Parishioner commented that the undulations of the spoil heap already provided interest for his 

grandchildren. 

She said that in the far field a large area was being left unmown for the summer and elsewhere in 

the Parish mowing was being reduced except for path edges and where safety is a concern, to 

encourage biodiversity. The Car Park proposals would take longer as additional funds would be 

needed.  

 

 

 

Minutes completed by S Taylor (Parish Clerk) using notes from M Ricketts. 

 

 

Signed……………………………………………………………………………………….Date…………………………………………… 

 

 

 

 


