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HPC response could be based on this letter as suggested by SLCC; 

Local Authority Meetings 

I am writing in response to the letter you issued to Principal Councils on 25th March 
regarding Local Authority Meetings, and our concerns as Parish Clerks returning to 
face-to-face meetings, also our huge disappointment in the Government not being 
able to extend the regulations to hold virtual meetings after 7th May.  I realise that 
your letter was addressed to Principal Councils but Parish Councils are in the same 
situation and seem to have been ignored. 

I am Parish Clerk to three rural Parish Councils in Somerset and it would be very 
difficult to hold meetings between 7th May when The Local Authorities and Police and 
Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime 
Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020 no longer applies and 
21st June when hopefully all restrictions are lifted. 

There are about 9,000 Parish and Town Councils in England, ranging from small 
rural Parish Councils to large Town Councils, they are all different and unique with a 
variety of needs and circumstances and this will affect them all in some way or other, 
so if I may I would like to respond to some of the points you have mentioned in your 
letter 

“As outlined in the Government’s Spring 2021 Covid-19 Response, our aim is 
for everyone aged 50 and over and people with underlying health conditions to 
have been offered a first dose of the Covid-19 vaccine by 15 April, and a 
second dose by mid-July.” 

This implies that Councillors and Clerks are aged 50 over and will have received 
their first vaccine at least by 7th May.  Parish Councils are diverse and some will have 
fairly young Councillors, in fact I have several so they will not have received their 
vaccine.  Town and Parish Clerks are also a variety of age and this statement tends 
to point to a stereotype that they are from the older generation, they are not, so 
again Clerks will not have received their vaccine, and Councils have a duty of care to 
their employees who may not feel safe entering an environment where they could 
still be susceptible to the virus. 

“While local authorities have been able to hold meetings in person at any time 
during the pandemic with appropriate measures in place.” 

This may have been applicable to County, District and Town Councils where they 
had the space in order to hold meeting social distanced, but the majority of Parish 
Councils don’t own their own buildings and would rent a room in the local community 
building, these have all been shut so they have not been able to hold meetings in 
person at any time during the pandemic. 

“These options would include use of your existing powers to delegate 
decision making to key individuals such as the Head of Paid Service.” 



Draft response to Government Call for Evidence for continuation of virtual meetings April 2021 
 

Parish Clerks are often the sole employee of the Council so they won’t be able to 
delegate decisions to the Head of Paid Service as there isn’t one.  Small rural 
Councils don’t tend to have existing powers to delegate decisions to the Clerk, 
emergency powers were put in place with some councils at the beginning of the 
pandemic last year but not all Councils did this and were so left in limbo. 

“Some of you will be able to rely on single member decision making without 
the need for cabinet meetings”. 

This shows the lack of understanding of Parish Councils as the majority of small 
councils will not have separate Committees, certainly not a “cabinet meeting” and 
everything is discussed and resolved at full Council Meetings.  Councillors cannot 
make individual decisions; the decision needs to come from the Council as a whole 
and in order for that to happen a meeting is required to take place.  If Councils 
wished for Councillors to make individual decisions, this would need to be changed 
within the Standing Orders but again a meeting would need to be held where this 
could be resolved. 

“Councils who are subject to elections are statutorily required to hold their 
annual meeting within 21 days of the elections.” 

According to the Local Government Act 1972, Schedule 12, Parts II and IV.  “The 
annual meeting of a local council must be held in May (on a date to be fixed by the 
council) in all but ordinary election years.  In the year of ordinary election of local 
councillors, the annual meeting must take place on the fourth day after the date of 
the election (i.e., of the date when the new or re-election councillors take office) or 
within fourteen days thereafter.” 

Local Elections take place on 6th May when the regulations stop so everyone is 
asking how are they supposed to hold the annual meeting when virtual meetings are 
no longer able to take place and physical meetings are unable to take place as 
explained within the next couple of points. 

“If your council is concerned about holding physical meetings you may want 
to consider resuming these after 17 May, at which point it is anticipated that a 
much greater range of indoor activity can resume in line with the Roadmap, 
such as allowing up to 1,000 people to attend performances or sporting events 
in indoor venues, or up to half-capacity (whichever is lower)” 

The question needs to be asked – how big do you think the venues are where Parish 
Council meetings are held?  Are you expecting Councils to hire out venues and 
theatres so Councillors and Members of the Public can sit socially distanced during 
the meeting?  If so would additional funding be available? 

Most Parish Councils especially those in rural areas are held in small village halls, 
church rooms or other community buildings where they are barely big enough to hold 
the Councillors and Members of the Public if they turn up.  Social distancing would 
be impossible. 
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Comments have been mentioned to hold meetings in fields and car parks, however a 
unique idea but highly impractical. I would like to ask these questions? – Have you 
ever tried this? Would you expect central Government to hold this type of meetings, 
if not why are you expecting Parish Councils to hold meetings this way? 

“While you do have a legal obligation to ensure the members of the public can 
access most of your meetings, I would encourage you to continue to provide 
remote access to minimise the need for the public to attend meetings 
physically until at least 21 June.” 

This is well and good if you live in cities, towns and urban areas where 4G or even 
5G and Wi-Fi is widely available, but living in rural areas such as here in Somerset 
they can be minimal or non-existent.  Some community halls used by Parish 
Councils don’t have heating installed let alone wi-fi, so how are Parish Council 
supposed to run hybrid meetings if the facilities and equipment are not available. 

In order for hybrid meetings to run successfully as Central Government have been 
doing throughout the past year, decent audio and video equipment needs to be 
installed but with Parish Councils with very low precepts there is no budget to 
support this. 

Finally, as we will have all seen especially over the last couple of months the impact 
of virtual meetings and the number of attendees has increased.  This has been done 
by Councils having virtual meetings via Zoom or Teams, even live streaming the 
meetings over Facebook and YouTube.  It has also given the opportunity to listen 
into meetings held elsewhere in the country without leaving the house. 

Parish Councils don’t tend to have many residents attending face to face meetings 
and find it difficult to reach groups such as young people, elderly people and those 
with physical disabilities, but allowing virtual meetings to go ahead it has opened 
doors and residents have been able to attend and understand the role of Parish 
Councils within their area, whilst Councillors have been able to engage directly with 
their community, so please let it continue. 

 


